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Abstract 
Protection and improvement of environment, is a national and international task, a constant concern for all companies and 
organizations a comprehensive effort involving a material, political, legal, scientific and organizational resources. Role of each 
society is thus to contribute to the education of all individuals about their rights and obligations to contribute to maintaining a 
balanced ecological environment.This study aims to present the main organizations from Romania involved in promoting and 
public education on environmental law. To this end, based on the secondary sources of information and interviews with various 
representatives of these organizations, have been identified activities of these organizations to educate and promote of right to a 
healthy environment, as well as future directions for action.In accordance with EU legislation, will be made in conclusion 
some recommendations for increasing the role of organizations and society in educating people on environmental 
protection and its right to a healthy environment. 
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1. Introduction 
"Environmental protection is the obligation and responsibility of local and central government and all 
individuals and legal persons" in accordance with the Law nr.265/2006 regarding the environmental protection. 
Protecting the environment is essential for the life quality of present and future and the challenge is now 
represented by combining environmental protection (Marinescu, 2008) with the continuous economic development 
in a sustainable way who take care to the sustainable management of natural resources and biodiversity and 
protected areas aiming  at preserving natural heritage, local traditions and living conditions improvement. 
This goal can be achieved only with the existence of an institutional capacity, a legislative coherence and a real 
and functional decentralization which can enable the gradual takeover of local government powers (Sinescu, 2010) 
and responsibilities in the environmental protection  in order to achieve this optimization regulatory process of 
economic and social activities and the development of occupational standards and assessment skills of the staff 
working in this field under the Lisbon Strategy. 
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2. Central government institutions in Romania with responsibilities in environmental protection. 
The specialized body of central public administration in environmental protection is the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests which has subordinated institutions like the National Environmental Protection Agency, National 
Environment Guard and supervises the National Administration "Romanian Waters". 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests is organized and functions according to GD no. 1635/2009 regarding 
the organization and functioning of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, is  a specialized body of central public 
administration, with legal personality, subordinated to the Government, with headquarters in Bucharest. 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests operates in the following areas: strategic planning, sustainable 
development, environmental infrastructure and water management, meteorology, hydrology, hydrogeology, climate 
change, protected areas, waste management, dangerous substances and preparations management, biodiversity, 
biosafety, air quality and environmental noise management, forest management administration. 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests carries out the environmental policy and water management at national 
level, develops the strategy and specific regulations for development and harmonization of these activities within the 
general policy of the Government providing and coordinating the strategy in its fields of competence as State 
authority, synthesis, coordination, inspection and control in these areas. 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests provides the inter-ministerial coordination regarding the elaboration of 
the national sustainable development strategy, proposes and monitors its implementation and supervises the 
integration of environmental requirements into other departmental policies according to the European and 
international requirements and standards as it is entitled as Managing Authority for SOP Environment. 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests is appointed the competent authority for application of Regulation (EC) 
no. 614/2007 of the European Parliament (Stoica, 2010) and of the Council of 23rd  May 2007 concerning the 
Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE +). 
The Ministry of Environment and Forests also ensure the implementation of the Government Program 2009 - 
2012, that is Chapter 18: Environmental Protection. 
Government objectives: 
 Life quality and environment improvement in human communities as only by increasing the life quality, 
every citizen may have a healthy environment and an ecological balance allowing him to live in harmony with 
nature in order to implement the concept of sustainable development; 
 Decrease of the current difference from other EU Member States as well as the gap between developing 
regions in the environment infrastructure since all EU citizens can have equal rights only if they are ensured 
identical conditions; 
 Reduce risk to natural disasters and increase public safety by providing additional guarantees on their 
protection against natural disasters such as floods, landslides etc. 
 Conservation of biodiversity and natural heritage that can give future generations the opportunity to enjoy 
the same flora and fauna that currently exist; 
 Apply the principles of sustainable development into departmental policies and the introduction of 
sustainable development principles in the educational system by supporting applied research in clean technologies 
which preserve existing quality of life and protect future generations of the genetically modified organisms; 
 Increase the transparency of environmental institutions in relation to citizens so as  to enable all citizens to 
get environmental information about their area, the high buildings erected by authorities or individuals, which may 
destroy the ecological balance of the area; 
 Implementation of environmental policies to prevent climate change and limit its negative effects;  
 To stimulate initiatives and investments in environmental protection with economic and fiscal instruments, 
increased absorption of EU funds; 
 Efficient use of natural and mineral resources; the gradual closeness to the average performance of EU 
countries; 
 Expanding international cooperation by participating in cross-border projects and programs, better presence 
of Romania's representative bodies at European and international level  
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The National Environmental Protection Agency is a specialized institution of the central public administration 
subordinated to the Ministry of Environment, based on GD 459/2005, entitled to implement policies and 
environmental legislation, founded in 2004, the year of major institutional reforms in the environment field. 
Among the tasks of the National Environmental Protection Agency the following ones are to be noted: the 
technical support for the foundation of normative documents, strategies and environmental sector policies 
harmonized with the EU acquis and based on the concept of sustainable development, but also the environmental 
legislation implementation and the coordination of environmental strategies and policies implementation at national, 
regional and local level to ensure the necessary legal liabilities set out in Chapter 22 of position Paper. 
Furthermore, the above mentioned tasks include the environmental protection and representation in domestic and 
foreign relations, the license for activities with potential environmental impact and compliance with the law and the 
background for the functioning of national reference laboratories for air, waste, noise and vibration, as well as 
radioactivity and coordinate implementation of national action plan for environmental protection. 
The National Environment Guard is organized and functions according to GD no. 112/2009 on the organization 
and functioning of the National Environment Guard, aiming at increasing compliance with the national and 
Community legislation for environment and more coherently supporting its application throughout the country by 
strengthening the institutional capacity of inspection and control at local level, especially since the environmental 
inspection is very complex involving an examination of various types of economic activities and therefore it must 
respond as a living organism in order to cover the whole socio-economic area of competence. 
The main tasks of the National Environmental Guard for environmental protection and hence for the fundamental 
human right to a healthy environment deal with the control of the environment affecting activities, and application 
of legal penalties in environmental protection, and control the way provisions comply with environmental 
regulations together with the measures stipulated in the programs for economic and social activities and compliance 
with the legal procedures in issuing regulatory papers. 
The National Environmental Guard also controls the activities of major accident hazards and / or transboundary 
environmental impact, to prevent and limit the risks of pollution, actively participating in the interventions to 
eliminate or mitigate the effects of pollution on the environment and to determine their causes and the penalties 
provided by law because, in these circumstances, the fundamental human right to a healthy environment may be 
protected only through the intervention of state institutions as the individual human resources are insufficient to 
combat these environmental catastrophes. 
The National Administration "Romanian Waters" is a nationally public institution with legal personality, 
coordinated by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, established by Law 404/2003, headquartered in Bucharest 
who manages public waters of the State and National Infrastructure Water Management System consisting of lakes, 
flood protection dikes, canals and systems infrastructure watch national water quality monitoring resources in its 
heritage in order to wholly manage surface water resources and groundwater throughout the country. 
As for the protection of the human rights to a healthy and ecologically balanced environment the National 
Administration "Romanian Waters"  has as main tasks the unitary, long lasting management of the surface and 
groundwater water resources and their protection against depletion and degradation, as well as rational distribution 
and balance of these resources and administration, operation and maintenance of minor water beds, basins of lakes 
and ponds in their natural state, the promenade and sea beaches, wetlands and the protected ones  under heritage. 
Among the tasks there are also the protection against floods managing the works for its supervised waters and as 
well as the materials inventory and specific means of defense against floods and maintenance and operation of water 
management works in the public domain, for flood protection, under management, in accordance with the 
commitments made by the Romanian state through international agreements and conventions in the field of water 
and water related EU directives. 
3. Local public administration authorities in Romania with responsibilities in environmental protection. 
In Romania there are considered local citizens elected by the City Council and Mayor, at city level (noting that 
Bucharest has a special structure that includes six District Councils, 6 Local Mayor, a General Council of Bucharest 
2657 Dragos Marian Radulescu /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  46 ( 2012 )  2654 – 2658 
and Mayor and a Prefect) and County Council at the county level led by the County Council President and the 
Government representative in the territory - Prefect. 
The County Council adopted strategies, forecasts and environmental development programs in the county, based 
on proposals received from local councils, have, approve and monitor, in cooperation with local authorities and 
municipal utilities concerned, the necessary measures, including financial ones for their achievement and provides  
public services of county interest on environmental protection, restoration and enhancement of historical monuments 
and architecture, parks, public gardens and nature reserves. 
To exercise these powers regarding the socio-economic development, the County Council decides, under the law, 
cooperation or association with Romanian or foreign legal entities, including civil society partners to finance and 
implementation of common actions, works, services or public projects county and adherence to national and 
international associations of local authorities to promote common interests. 
The Prefect is the government representative in the territory, according to art. 123 of the Constitution and Law 
no. 340/2004 regarding the Prefect institution, with subsequent amendments, he has the main tasks on environmental 
protection organization, coordinating and controlling the application of laws, ordinances and decisions of 
Government orders and instructions issued under the law, within the limits of authority and principle of local 
autonomy as acting for the county to achieve the objectives contained in government Program also having the 
necessary measures for their achievement in accordance with the powers and her duties under the law.  
Also, as chairman of the county for emergency situations, he has appropriate prevention and management 
measures to limit their consequences for the environment. 
The Local Council functions under the law no. 215/2001 (republished 2007) of local government and has the 
initiative on all matters of local interest, including economic and social development and the environmental issues, 
of the village and inter-institutional cooperation internally and externally. 
While exercising  the economic and social development and environmental strategies,  the council approves the 
economic, social and environmental administrative unit, ensures the works performance and takes the necessary 
steps to implement and comply with the commitments made in the European integration process regarding the 
environmental and water management services provided to citizens. 
mental rights and freedoms 
by taking steps to prevent and limit the consequences of disasters or epidemics with specialized state institutions. 
In this respect he may mobilize people, businesses and public institutions in the village or city and they are 
required to execute the measures set out in the protection and intervention plans against different types of disasters. 
The Mayor also takes steps to control the disposal of house, industrial or any other type of waste in order to 
ensure hygiene riversides of the village, as well as the unclogging local valleys and bridges to ensure the flow of the 
sea, with other duties stipulated d by law or other regulations and by the local council assignments in the field of 
human rights to a healthy environment, ecological activities made public through press statements of the City-Hall. 
4. NGOs and individuals 
Environmental protection requires a company's response to this problem which affects us all, and perhaps in 
future, we will have in Romania more and more social campaigns, on the one hand because social problems exist 
and will exist and on the other hand, because increasingly more international organizations and private companies 
support what, in Western countries, is known as Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) or corporate citizenship. 
Regardless of the chosen model of organizations, it is important to pursue the obligations to society (Lupan, 
2009). Issues relating to environmental protection have to be important not only in terms of technical aspect, but 
also morally and from the idea that man is the master of nature has been the view that man should seek to maintain a 
balance with nature (eco-ethics). 
Promoting the concept of social responsibility is a prerequisite for developing a genuine culture of social 
involvement in Romania, towards environmental management policy based on three principles and courses of 
action: reduce, reuse and recycling. 
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Environmental NGOs have, also, projects to protect the environment by carrying out concrete actions to protect 
the environment and promoting a responsible attitude towards the environment (Crauciuc, 2004) to the public. 
about the various celebrities trying to warn regarding waste disposal and electrical appliances and urge people to 
throw waste in specially designed places, as these wastes have a very high degree of pollution, because they are 
readily biodegradable and have harmful earth components. At the same time television stars, along with volunteers 
gathered the mountains waste, the PET bottles collected being used in the rafts construction as they are used in a 
race on Lake Baneasa and other wastes, separated after collection, were given to recycling companies. 
In terms of legal actions filed by different people for defending the right to a healthy environment there can be 
mentioned that for the first time the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ruled in 2009 in the 'Tartar and 
Tartar vs. Romania (2009) stated that Romania has violated the two right to privacy and family life, under Article 8 
of the Convention, one being that Article on ensuring a healthy environment. 
After ruling Tartar vs. Romania by the European Court of Human Rights condemned for the first time, the 
Romanian state for violating the right to a healthy environment guaranteed by Article 8 of the Convention, in 2009 
also took place second sentence against Romania regarding the environment. 
ia"(2009), the Romanian state is sentenced to pay 8,000 
euros to the applicant, held in prison in Arad because of its infringement to a healthy environment. 
5. Conclusions 
This study examined the main state institutions researching their tasks and their application, revealing the need to 
increase the institutional capacity for environmental protection authorities regarded as a inherent necessity for the 
implementation of national legislation on environmental protection, a process that was continuously supervised by 
the European Commission, both in terms of number of the employed staff and the level of expertise and 
functionality. 
There is also a special need for the reorganization of independent bodies such as Ombudsman, with personnel 
specialized only in environmental issues, appointed by Parliament for five years, of the recognized experts in 
environmental law to take complaints concerning environment and promptly submit to the competent institutions, 
also offering advice on the procedure to be followed by those interested in solving various environmental problems. 
Besides institutions involved in environmental protection the companies should be aware of the necessity to have 
a more active role in environmental protection and education of people regarding the importance of preserving a 
clean environment for everyone. 
The active involvement of NGOs is of greatest importance in educating people on environmental law, 
environmental protection through activities involving public figures and volunteers in all society. 
Along with these organizations, politicians and those who are in the public's attention (movie stars, television or 
print media producers, athletes, academic personalities or cultural ones) must understand the influence they have on 
society, especially on young people, and use this influence to promote the need to protect environment. 
Therefore we see that only together state institutions, companies, NGOs and people can solve environmental 
problems, being able to find new solutions in a socially responsible manner to have the greatest chances of success 
in a green world. 
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